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The Chinese Composite Bible is intended to make you think more deeply about the text by progressive
comparison of literal versions. Starting with Chinese, two English versions are progressively Compared in
order to gain deeper insights into the text. The mind works differently when understanding one text, when
comparing two texts and when looking at more than two. As a result, an over-all meaning is obtained,
which | call a “composite” understanding. When you have reached this level of understanding, you will want
to record your thoughts about what the text now says, what it means to you spiritually and how you plan to
apply its meaning to your life. 1 hope that you will find this work a help in your studies and a blessing in
understanding what God would like you to know.

Chinese Union Traditional
The World English Bible

Young's Literal Translation

Zephaniah

1 EREREIEMARFOBADSEMNNERER,. BAENFHEIFARN T
RoBANENEREXINBRFEI AR FEAETR.
The word of Yahweh which came to Zephaniah, the son of Cushi, the son of

Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah, the son of
Amon, king of Judah.

A word of Jehovah that hath been unto Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah,
son of Amariah, son of Hezikiah, in the days of Josiah son of Amoz, king of Judah:

2 BBAER, BLARGBEREEE.
1 will utterly sweep away everything off of the surface of the earth, says Yahweh.
1 utterly consume all from off the face of the ground, An affirmation of Jehovah.
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BYXBRBANMMHSE, BEZ2H0HNE. BENA., UREWNANEA . &K

Mg AR EBIBR., ERHMMERN,

1 will sweep away man and animal. | will sweep away the birds of the sky, the fish
of the sea, and the heaps of rubble with the wicked. | will cut off man from the
surface of the earth, says Yahweh.

I consume man and beast, | consume fowl of the heavens, and fishes of the sea,
And the stumbling-blocks -- the wicked, And | have cut off man from the face of the
ground, An affirmation of Jehovah,

BAXABRFREMAANTERB AN —UER LR EHAFHEKRART

wWBEH, YEBMARHBNERAT .,

1 will stretch out my hand against Judah, and against all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. | will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place: the name of the
idolatrous and pagan priests,

And stretched out My hand against Judah, And against all inhabiting Jerusalem,
And cut off from this place the remnant of Baal, The name of the idolatrous priests,
with the priests,

[

ERLEEEELHAEXRLERN, A ARLHEFEDRMEEZF ML
EEBHERBEMN.

those who worship the host of the sky on the housetops, those who worship and
swear by Yahweh and also swear by Malcam,

. X

And those bowing themselves On the roofs to the host of the heavens, And those
bowing themselves, Swearing to Jehovah, and swearing by Malcham,

ENRLEEZABREBNEN, NASKRBPANE, BFFEHB,

those who have turned back from following Yahweh, and those who haven't sought
Yahweh nor inquired after him.

And those removing from after Jehovah, And who have not sought Jehovah, nor
besought Him.
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REEETBNEAERERE, RARNENBEFRE  HANEDE
BREEW. BN E. 7 RE.

Be silent at the presence of the Lord Yahweh, for the day of Yahweh is at hand. For
Yahweh has prepared a sacrifice. He has consecrated his guests.

Hush! because of the Lord Jehovah, For near [is] a day of Jehovah, For prepared
hath Jehovah a sacrifice, He hath sanctified His invited ones.

ATEBMNEMENR T, «BIAE®/, NEF., AU FABKRRK

It will happen in the day of Yahweh's sacrifice, that 1 will punish the princes, the
king's sons, and all those who as are clothed with foreign clothing.

And it hath come to pass, In the day of the sacrifice of Jehovah, That | have laid a

charge on the heads, And on sons of the king, And on all putting on strange
clothing.

AR, RARBRE —UVHBMNE. BBEENRBFERZIYEBEAE

In that day, | will punish all those who leap over the threshold, who fill their
master's house with violence and deceit.

And | have laid a charge on every one Who is leaping over the threshold in that day,
Who are filling the house of their masters [With] violence and deceit.

BANERENFIRAMLBEHERNEST, - HBHRENEF.
RLUBBEABRINER,

In that day, says Yahweh, there will be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, a
wailing from the second quarter, and a great crashing from the hills.

And there hath been in that day, An affirmation of Jehovah, The noise of a cry from
the fish-gate, And of a howling from the Second, And of great destruction from the
hills.
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BERENEREMD. RPUERRE. RAVNENBERBECT T . LiKE

iR T B BB 4 B BR

Wail, you inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the people of Canaan are undone! All those
who were laden with silver are cut off.

Howl, ye inhabitants of the hollow place, For cut off hath been all the merchant
people, Cut off have been all bearing silver.

B, BRXARBRKENERHS  BR4BENLENBEEZFEFLERBN .

PO ER., BNEXTRE. EFEHE.,

It will happen at that time, that | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will
punish the men who are settled on their dregs, who say in their heart, "Yahweh will
not do good, neither will he do evil."

And it hath come to pass, at that time, | search Jerusalem with lights, And | have
laid a charge on the men Who are hardened on their preserved things, Who are
saying in their heart: Jehovah doth no good, nor doth He evil.

P E, CERAERY. CANEE. XB8HRE MALEERE

BE. IFTEEEHA, REFHEE. AFXSEBRHENE,

Their wealth will become a spoil, and their houses a desolation. Yes, they will build
houses, but won't inhabit them. They will plant vineyards, but won't drink their
wine.

And their wealth hath been for a spoil, And their houses for desolation, And they

have built houses, and do not inhabit, And they have planted vineyards, And they
do not drink their wine.
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BANENAKBABRE, REMEBEER, DREBNERBFHNEAE  EX &
&R b SRR

The great day of Yahweh is near. It is near, and hurries greatly, the voice of the day
of Yahweh. The mighty man cries there bitterly.

Near [is] the great day of Jehovah, Near, and hasting exceedingly, The noise of the
day of Jehovah, Bitterly shriek there doth a mighty one.

ERERMAY. REEREMAF,. RREERNATF. BB
B, WE. #E. SEMNEF.
That day is a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin,
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness,

A day of wrath [is] that day, A day of adversity and distress, A day of waste and
desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of cloud and thick darkness.

ERAMBENEF, EXEBREE. I KHNHE,
a day of the trumpet and alarm, against the fortified cities, and against the high
battlements.

A day of trumpet and shouting against the fenced cities, And against the high
corners.

BXELXBBEIANASG L, MM TENEERN, BABSRT R . i
Meym, YEAHWKE, MR, PREDEL,

1 will bring distress on men, that they will walk like blind men, because they have
sinned against Yahweh, and their blood will be poured out like dust, and their flesh
like dung.

And | have sent distress to men, And they have walked as the blind, For against
Jehovah they have sinned, And poured out is their blood as dust, And their flesh
[is] as dung.
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EMAERRNBF. NSRRI REEEMN HEBRODKX, LB

BMe, FBREHN - UER. MAXXKKEH,

Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them in the day of
Yahweh's wrath, but the whole land will be devoured by the fire of his jealousy; for
he will make an end, yes, a terrible end, of all those who dwell in the land.

2z

Even their silver, even their gold, Is not able to deliver them in a day of the wrath
of Jehovah, And in the fire of His jealousy consumed is the whole land, For only a
hastened end doth He make Of all the inhabitants of the land!

THEZERHNERYB. RMEERE EaSsXREREH,. BFBRBEZUA
ME., BANENARBRKREIARM, tBROBEBFRIIUE., RMAE

Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, you nation that has no shame,
Bend yourselves, yea, bend ye, O nation not desired,

R L&
before the appointed time when the day passes as the chaff, before the fierce anger
of Yahweh comes on you, before the day of Yahweh's anger comes on you.

Before the bringing forth of a statute, As chaff hath the day passed on, While yet
not come in upon you doth the heat of the anger of Jehovah, While yet not come in
upon you doth a day of the anger of Jehovah,

HEETHMERAENREANR, RMBESRBPANE  ESRLH
wEBE, REENRNEZLRNBE T, TUABRER,

Seek Yahweh, all you humble of the land, who have kept his ordinances. Seek
righteousness. Seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of
Yahweh's anger.

Seek Jehovah, all ye humble of the land, Who His judgment have done, Seek ye
righteousness, seek humility, It may be ye are hidden in a day of the anger of
Jehovah.
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MEXHRE DEEARMUARE AZTEFSLBHTERNR . U
EmBEKEREK,

For Gaza will be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation. They will drive out Ashdod at
noonday, and Ekron will be rooted up.

For Gaza is forsaken, And Ashkelon [is] for a desolation, Ashdod! at noon they do
cast her forth, And Ekron is rooted up.

EoBcHNEINRKENRT  OEERMNLT Az, B M EAMNERE
MERHE., R, BRLBZER., ABREBABE,

Woe to the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites! The word of
Yahweh is against you, Canaan, the land of the Philistines. | will destroy you, that
there will be no inhabitant.

Ho! O inhabitants of the sea-coast, Nation of the Cherethites, A word of Jehovah
[is] against you, Canaan, land of the Philistines, And | have destroyed thee without
an inhabitant.

MBZHEE2REL HEARANETENFENE,
The sea coast will be pastures, with cottages for shepherds and folds for flocks.

And the sea-coast hath been habitations, Cottages [for] shepherds, and folds [for] a
flock.

EHXRBARMTHOARS M XERERKEFE . BLXHBA
EDEERMNEEY RABMEMMH ®, XEEMMH. &4

The coast will be for the remnant of the house of Judah. They will find pasture. In
the houses of Ashkelon, they will lie down in the evening, for Yahweh, their God,
will visit them, and restore them.

And the coast hath been for the remnant of the house of Judah, By them they have
pleasure, In houses of Ashkelon at even they lie down, For inspect them doth
Jehovah their God, And He hath turned back [to] their captivity.
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EREEFAANKE, NSAANER. REXEERNEH., BF B
K, BREMBER,

I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the insults of the children of Ammon, with
which they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their
border.

1 have heard the reproach of Moab, And the revilings of the sons of Ammon,
Wherewith they reproached My people, And magnify [themselves] against their
border.

EECHBMELRIN #HR., BREZFRNKERE, ERALBEMS
B, ZIfMALGHEN, B2LHRNE, By, XERBE2H. RBHMN
MTosERMef, REFFABHAANLEEMEMOH,

Therefore as | live, says Yahweh of Hosts, the God of Israel, surely Moab will be as
Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, a possession of nettles, and salt
pits, and a perpetual desolation. The remnant of my people will plunder them, and
the survivors of my nation will inherit them.

Therefore, 1 live, An affirmation of Jehovah of Hosts, God of Israel, Surely, Moab is
as Sodom, And the sons of Ammon as Gomorrah, An overrunning of nettles and
salt-pits, And a desolation -- unto the age. A residue of My people do seize them,
And a remnant of My nation inherit them.

EEmIMMRE. RMEMEBH. BEFBEKR., EEBEECBNENF S

This they will have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified
themselves against the people of Yahweh of Hosts.

This [is] to them for their arrogancy, Because they have reproached, And they
magnify [themselves] against the people of Jehovah of Hosts.
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BHNELXOEGMETE2R  FMLXUELNEGES. JIEEEHN

BER. SEBCHHARFEM,

Yahweh will be awesome to them, for he will famish all the gods of the land. Men
will worship him, everyone from his place, even all the shores of the nations.

Fearful [is] Jehovah against them, For He made bare all gods of the land, And bow
themselves to Him, each from his place, Do all islanders of the nations.

HEAB., RAXEBN TR
You Cushites also, you will be killed by my sword.
Also ye, O Cushim, pierced of My sword [are] they.

HMMELAMFRELLS, KBEZR, EEEMARAR. XZEREUNREEF,
He will stretch out his hand against the north, destroy Assyria, and will make
Nineveh a desolation, and dry like the wilderness.

And He stretcheth His hand against the north, And doth destroy Asshur, And he
setteth Nineveh for a desolation, A dry land like a wilderness.

HE.RRRENEE., (B#FEHE) YBBEHY BEBAGHRERE

HEL HEEFRERUMNET MAEBLEE BFBHAERLKEH.

Herds will lie down in the midst of her, all the animals of the nations. Both the
pelican and the porcupine will lodge in its capitals. Their calls will echo through the
windows. Desolation will be in the thresholds, for he has laid bare the cedar beams.

And crouched in her midst have droves, Every beast of the nation, Both pelican and
hedge-hog in her knobs lodge, A voice doth sing at the window, "‘Destruction [is] at
the threshold, For the cedar-work is exposed.’
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ERERBLZAEENE. VER. EERE, REUABREIN
CREFERER. BAFEBMBEBCE  IRBNABLEFHXM,

This is the joyous city that lived carelessly, that said in her heart, "I am, and there
is none besides me.” How she has become a desolation, a place for animals to lie
down in! Everyone who passes by her will hiss, and shake their fists.

This [is] the exulting city that is dwelling confidently, That is saying in her heart, 'l
[am], and beside me there is none, How hath she been for a desolation, A
crouching-place for beasts, Every one passing by her doth hiss, He doth shake his
hand!

EEFEESEBEABHNE. EH T
Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, the oppressing city!
Wo [to] the rebellious and polluted, The oppressing city!

trEEtsSs. THEHZIB, TEEBANE, THREMN #,
She didn’'t obey the voice. She didn't receive correction. She didn't trust in Yahweh.
She didn’'t draw near to her God.

She hath not hearkened to the voice, She hath not accepted instruction, In Jehovah
she hath not trusted, Unto her God she hath not drawn near.

ttHPENEEREENN F HHNEHNERBELNHRE. —HED.
LtFAEBEIERER,

Her princes in the midst of her are roaring lions. Her judges are evening wolves.
They leave nothing until the next day.

Her heads in her midst [are] roaring lions, Her judges [are] evening wolves, They
have not gnawn the bone in the morning.
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N ETHAREZTHRFNHNAN ORI BEER. BEEZE.
Her prophets are arrogant and treacherous people. Her priests have profaned the
sanctuary. They have done violence to the law.

Her prophets unstable -- men of treachery, Her priests have polluted the sanctuary,
They have violated the law.

BANEEMRMFEARLEN, BHTAFEIZNE, SEREAMHNLE.
BAAR  ARTENATHER.

Yahweh, in the midst of her, is righteous. He will do no wrong. Every morning he
brings his justice to light. He doesn't fail, but the unjust know no shame.

Jehovah [is] righteous in her midst, He doth not do perverseness, Morning by
morning His judgment he giveth to the light, It hath not been lacking, And the
perverse doth not know shame.

ERNECEERBRIENE  ANHESRE  REAMAHNHERR
ABEARE AN BERR. UBREA, HEER.

1 have cut off nations. Their battlements are desolate. | have made their streets
waste, so that no one passes by. Their cities are destroyed, so that there is no
man, so that there is no inhabitant.

1 have cut off nations, Desolated have been their chief ones, | have laid waste their
out-places without any passing by, Destroyed have been their cities, Without man,
without inhabitant.
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BR.MAEZEHBRRE, AZIE . Ok, FHNEE. THEREFTHEED
BRE  REFRPREEER, RE—UUBLHEACS,

I said, "Just fear me. Receive correction, so that her dwelling won't be cut off,
according to all that | have appointed concerning her."” But they rose early and
corrupted all their doings.

I have said: Only, ye do fear Me, Ye do accept instruction, And her habitation is not
cut off, All that | have appointed for her, But they have risen early, They have
corrupted all their doings.

BANER, FAEFER, EFREEBEBRNB T, BAREEER
RIE., REJA. BENHER, BEENVAR, HEELME L . &K
MABRBRWA, PEBE2H.

"Therefore wait for me,” says Yahweh, "until the day that I rise up to the prey, for
my determination is to gather the nations, that | may assemble the kingdoms, to
pour on them my indignation, even all my fierce anger, for all the earth will be
devoured with the fire of my jealousy.

Therefore, wait for Me -- an affirmation of Jehovah, For the day of My rising for
prey, For My judgment [is] to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on
them Mine indignation, All the heat of Mine anger, For by the fire of My jealousy
consumed is all the earth.

B, R4EERAFTENER. FREBBAENE,. BLEE
For then | will purify the lips of the peoples, that they may all call on the name of
Yahweh, to serve him shoulder to shoulder.

For then do | turn unto peoples a pure lip, To call all of them by the name of
Jehovah, To serve Him [with] one shoulder.
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mEN., RRBEMISIBVNER. (EXHELZFTEH) XRETEMIAR.
WRERRBRED.

From beyond the rivers of Cush, my worshipers, even the daughter of my dispersed
people, will bring my offering.

From beyond the rivers of Cush, my supplicants, The daughter of My scattered
ones, Do bring My present.

EMENRLTFTRAR—UEBRFRENE, BEEZR  EABBERLRAESD
BhREVPEFEH2E. FEFTBRENMNELER.

In that day you will not be put to shame for all your doings, in which you have
transgressed against me; for then |1 will take away out of the midst of you your
proudly exulting ones, and you will no more be haughty in my holy mountain.

Iin that day thou art not ashamed because of any of thine actions, Wherewith thou
hast transgressed against Me, For then do | turn aside from thy midst The exulting
ones of thine excellency, And thou dost add no more to be haughty, In My holy
mountain.

BAEZEENRPHE,. BETRAREEZENR HMALREERBAENS,
But I will leave in the midst of you an afflicted and poor people, and they will take
refuge in the name of Yahweh.

And | have left in thy midst a people humble and poor, And they have trusted in the
name of Jehovah.
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i

LedsmBTHA, 27 ERFE, TRHRHES. PR ERFHNETR
. MB B HEN., &ARH
The remnant of Israel will not do iniquity, nor speak lies, neither will a deceitful

tongue be found in their mouth, for they will feed and lie down, and no one will make
them afraid.”

a

The remnant of Israel do no perversity, nor speak lies, Nor found in their mouth is a
deceitful tongue, For they have delight, and have lain down, And there is none
troubling.

BEZHWEWR., BEEHRE  NUNelm, REHETF, BEHR- NEHR. EE
WO ERE,

Sing, daughter of Zion! Shout, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem.

Cry aloud, O daughter of Zion, shout, O Israel, Rejoice and exult with the whole
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

BMECEBREMOMNE, EHRNVNMAE . UEINEIBMEZERHB
B, R&TFTBERBRLB.

Yahweh has taken away your judgments. He has thrown out your enemy. The King
of Israel, Yahweh, is in the midst of you. You will not be afraid of evil any more.

Jehovah hath turned aside thy judgments, He hath faced thine enemy, The king of
Israel, Jehovah, [is] in thy midst, Thou seest evil no more.

ERH. YEFOBBEHM AR, TERNH. BLZW. TEFH,
Iin that day, it will be said to Jerusalem, "Don't be afraid, Zion. Don't let your hands
be slack."

In that day it is said to Jerusalem, 'Fear not, O Zion, let not thy hands be feeble.
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BMEMRN #, BETER. XEEINE, #ERPE L ERE
RER., RABHR, BERREL™ BT,

Yahweh, your God, is in the midst of you, a mighty one who will save. He will
rejoice over you with joy. He will rest in his love. He will rejoice over you with
singing.

Jehovah thy God [is] in thy midst, A mighty one doth save, He rejoiceth over thee
with joy, He doth work in His love, He joyeth over thee with singing.

REBR, ABERERE. ERBREZEEN. ELREMLM,
Those who are sad for the appointed feasts, |1 will remove from you. They are a
burden and a reproach to you.

Mine afflicted from the appointed place | have gathered, from thee they have been,
Bearing for her sake reproach.

M, RLE P - UEFRHOA., XERFEBRN, REFREEEHN
CBEE2HTEEN, KL4FE/RMSBE. F2E,
Behold, at that time | will deal with all those who afflict you, and | will save those

who are lame, and gather those who were driven away. | will give them praise and
honor, whose shame has been in all the earth.

Lo, | am dealing with all afflicting thee at that time, And | have saved the halting
one, And the driven out ones | do gather, And have set them for a praise and for a
name, In all the land of their shame.
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W, BRAXERMER, RERM . BERMAEB 2 AR BTN FEK,
REAERMERLENERTFEEE, SBE,. ERMBMERMN,

At that time will | bring you in, and at that time will | gather you; for 1 will give you
honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth, when | bring back your
captivity before your eyes, says Yahweh.

At that time I bring you in, Even at the time of My assembling you, For | give you
for a name, and for a praise, Among all peoples of the land, In My turning back [to]
your captivity before your eyes, said Jehovah!



